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No. X. 



TO THE 



EDITORS of the ANTI-UNION. 



GENTLEMEN, 

F'it be hot inconfiflent .with your plan, to occafion- 
ally relax the feverity of more ferious difcuffion, by a 
friort Ess ay. not of a political nature, I fliall lequeft 
your attention.fo an attempt at that mofl irite-tefling fpe- 
cies of writing, the ENGLISH NOVEL, This Tale 
is founded upon facts, and tho' of a domeftic character,, 
may, perhaps, reconcile itfelf to your general fyftem, by 
mewing, that in private, as well as. public tranfadtions, 

THE WANT OF PRINCIPLE IS ALWAYS, FATAL.. 

P. 



A TRUE STORY. 



en dcxtra fidefq : ■ 

Virg. ./En. Lib. IV. 



E Chair conceal the real name of the hero of this 
Tale, in "the aflfumed appellation of Mr. Britton. He 
was 'a man of fortune and reputation, profperous and- 
popular, efteemed amongft 'his neighbours, a valuable 
friend,, and a formidable enemy. His character, how- 
ever, upon clofe infpedtion, exhibited that mixture of 
qualities, which, however contradictory they 1 may ap- 
pear, frequently confift in human nature. He was brave 
and generous, but felfifh and envious ; he was obftinate, 
yet ductile, and whimfical, tho' intelligent; his mind 
was cultivated, yet not liberalized ; he regulated his pri- 
vate life by the fevereft and wifeft controul, but in His 
tranfactions with others, his notions of juflice feldom 
iranfgrefled that limit by which his own interefls circum- 
fcribed his duties. In fuch tranfactions he purfued his 
felf-gratification beyond the bounds of prudence, and 
the cataftrophe which this narrative contains,, is plainly 
deducible from the indulgence of unwarrantable defires.. 
In his youth, and fhortly after he had fettled his affairs,, 
(for his 'property, which he inherited from many differ- 
ent relations, had been fomewhat embarraffe'd) he be- 
came enamoured of a young lady,, who lived in the 
Weft, and whofe lingular beauty and accomplifhmenfs 
had made her the object of general admiration. 'She was 
of a' mofl... ancient and relpectable family, in that ref- 
pect, the equal, perhaps the fuperior, of her admirer; 
(Tie was Angularly* beautiful, and of that ftile, that 
could not but captivate a man of tafte.. It was not the 



beauty of the court, orthefafhion of the drawing-roomv 
but her graces were thofe of thefrefh mountain nymph. 
Health, vigour and youth, glowed in her cheek, "and in- 
telligence beamed in her eye. She had been well-educa- 
ted,; and was highly accomplifhed ; her performance on 
the harp, was exquifite, and.fhe accompanied the inftru- 
ment in drains of the wildefi'genius and richefl melody. 
Her temper^ tho' quick, was amiable,', and her intellec- 
tual characteriftics were acutenefs and vivacity. She 
was the heirefs of an extenfive eftate, which, tho' fome- 
what uncultivated, was highly improveable. ■ In fhort 7 
me united every thing which could captivate' the imagi- 
nation,, or engage the affections. Mr. Britton beheld 
her with eyes of defire, but tho'- in every refpedt fhe 
would have been an eligible match, yet his pride would 
ndtfuffer him to think of an honourable connexion^, His 
vicious fchemes were encouraged by a fleward,. who ma- 
naged his affairs, "and by whofe advice he was generally, 
governed. . This man's name was Henry, - he wa3gifted 
with ,talents, had much ambition, and little principle, 
and had acquired fuch an afcendancy over his employer, 
that he ruled him as he pleafed. By the depraved fug- 
geflions of this bad advifer, Mr. Britton conceived the 
bafe and profligate project, of violating the'honor of the 
woman he loved, and by the fame unprincipled agency, 
he was enabled to carry this flagitious defign into execu- 
tion. . In a fatal moment,, the ravifher overpowered her 
dcfencelefs innocence, and invading the rights of hofpi- 
taiity and honor, he. barbaroufly triumphed over that vir- 
tue,, which a better heart, or a wifer head, would have 
taught him to attach and conciliate. Her friends, deep- 
ly refented this outrage, and made fev.eral unfuccefsful 
efforts to avenge it, but Mr, Britton was a man of for- 
tune and refources, and the iffue of a conflict, in which 
feeble and indignant honor was oppofed- to profperous 
infolence, if was not difficult to forefee. They were 
obliged to fubmit — and the unfortunate and "degraded la- 
dy, acquiefced in a life of dependent concubinage. The 
hiftory of human nature, and the analyfis of the female 
character, concur with univerfal experience,, in account- 
ing for the ultimate confequence of this- event; Ierne, 
(for that was the lady's name) became fond of her viola- 
tor; and to the firft emotions of refentment, and wound- 
ed pride, fticceeded thofe tenderer fentiments, that" re- 
fult from the intimacy of a connexion, whiqh, howe- 
ver formed, nature always fanctifies by the mofl endear- 
ing fympathies ; in truth, Mr. Britton was amiable, and 
. want of fenftbiiity was ho part of lerne's character. A 
race of lovely children,' ftrcngly refembling both pa- 
rents, drew the bonds of mutual affection Mill clofer ; 
and. in the lover, the invader of her honor was very foon 
forgotten by Ierne. In an enviable ftate of felicity 
they lived feveral years, their fons were brave,, their 
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daughters. chafte; their confidence in each other en- 
creafed ; their common intereftflourifhed'and improved ; 
he was induftrious, (he was laborious •, univerfal ref- 
pect rewarded their united -merit,, and the world was 
liberal enbugh, almoft to forget the circumftances of 
their firft acquaintance. It.occurr.ed to Mr. Britton, who . 
hsd much gcnerofityiri his nature, that a woman who 
had conducted herfelf with fuch propriety, andcontri- 
buted fo eflentially to his happinefs, who had identified 
her interefts with his, whohad -forgiven his injuries, and ' 
lavifhly fubmitted ■' her property tc his difpofal, deferved 
every reeompenfe in his power to beftbw j he therefore 
determined, . in a moment of magnanimous feeling, to 
make her his wifej (or according to a vulgar' phrafe) to 
niake, her an honeft woman. His former ill-advifer, - 
Henry, had been long fince dead, and he was at this 
time very much under the influence of a jefpectable fuc- 
cefTor of the -fte ward's, whofe name was George. This 
worthy man encouraged him in this virtuous intention^ 
and he fhortly. afterwards carried it into execution. He 
had recently fu'ffered much forrow, and agreeably to the 
cbnftant- operation of affliction, it had foftened his 
heart, and, awakened his compunction. A young lady 
who lived in his family, (and whom/ as {he is ftill alive, 
we (hall, from motives of delicacy, call Columbia) had, 
from fome disagreements of temper, eloped from his 
houfe to America. He'purfued her at great expence' 
and hazard, but ultimately failed to recover her. This, 
and other matters, rhad highly mortified him ; and in 
this temper of mind, he took the ftep I have related, and 
led to the altar his old and attached friend. Some of the' 
illiberal and profligate of his acquaintance, remouftrated 
with him upon the folly of marrying a perfon, whom 
they ftiled by names of the moft* unqualified abufe, and 
urged many worldly and cautious arguments, in fupport 
of their opinion. But Mr, Britton was under the influ- 
ence of a generous moment, and the wedding was cele- 
brated with much pomp and rejoicings. The date of 
this aufpicious connexion, fo honorable to both parties, 
•was the year 1-782, the bride (being anorphan) was given 
away by the Duke of Portland, a nobleman then con- 
fidered Mr. Britton's particular friend, and every thing 
was conducted in a manner-complimentary to the feel- 
ings, and advantageous to-the interefts, of the parties. 
Mr. Britton's prudence and generofity concurred in a 
liberaj arrangement as to.fettlements, and as he had 
already experienced her munificent difpofition, he cori- 
fentedthat her fortune fhould be at her own difpofal, not- 
•withftanding her coverture. Never was there a marriage 
which promifed more felicity, and never was there one 
more calculated to produce it, but alas! happinefs,- 
which fo often, "and fo unjuftly, we confign to - the do- 
minion of fate", depends "upon ourfelves ; and ifit were 
not for Mr. Britton's own condua, he might this' day 
have, been an enviable man.. A good heart can eafily 
imagine, but the bed language co.uld with difficulty ex- 
prefs, the joy which filled the confeious heart of Ierne. 
She always loved, ftie now refpe&ed, Mr. Britton, and 



his honorable conduct had now enabled her to ref- 
pect herfelf. Tears of gratitude and affection gliftened 
iri'her.eye, while honefl: pride and dignity fivelledin her 
bofom ;-^-her fituation and rank rofe, and iherofe with 
them ; (he feemed to grow young again, and bloomed 
with fiich new charms, that Mr. Britton often regretted, 
that he had not fooner done juftice to her, and credit to 
himfelf. .-She was vifitedby the bed company, and fe- 
veral foreign" ladies of punctilious delicacy, who would 
fcarcely acknowledge her before, now courted her acr 
quaintance, and were proud of exchanging civilities 
with her. This happy couple continued for a few years 
to lead a life of the moft exemplary felicity, when a 
young gentleman from France arrived in the neighbour- 
hood, and was the firft interruption of their happinefs. 
He was a youth of very loofe morals, and abandoned 
principles, but of a moft.-plaufible and impofing demean- 
our-. His affairs had lately undergone a dangerous.revo- 
lution, and the ingenuity peculiar to his country, had 
fuggefted to hima new and ftrange expedient for recruit- 
ing his finances. He travelled almoft all over Europe, 
and even to'America, in fearch of intrigues, and too fre- 
quently fucceeded. His perfon was hahdfome, his ex- 
terior captivating* and his . manners infinuating. Few 
women were proof againft his. allurements, and fome 
moft refpectable ladies now lament the facility with 
which they liftened to his addreffes. He was fuch a re- 
fined votary of vice, that he was not content to feduce 
the affections, un|efs he alfo debauched the principles of 
his victim; and the confumrnation of his crimes was 
often the murder of the hufband, .and always the plun- 
der of the family. This'dangerous gallant, conceived 
the profligate enterprise of corrupting the fidelity of 
Ierne, and difplayed all the refources of his feduction, 
for that purpofe. He worked upon all the moft obvious 
paflions of her bofom, alarmed, her jealoufy, flattered 
her vanity, reminded her of the early injuries, and the 
tardy penitence of Mr. Britton, rcprefented that gentle- 
man's declining age, and growing infirmities, with ridi- 
cule, vaunted his own youth, 'beauty and vigour, of- 
fered the moft tempting rewards, affected the" moft dif- 
• interefted paffion, and left no avenue ' to the frailty of 
the female heart, unapproached or unaffailed; nor did. 
he forget the ufual artifice of bribing feveral" of the fer- 
vants of the family. Mrs. Britton liftened, but only 
liftened, to the voice of the feducer, (he permitted him 
to proceed to fuch lengths, as would enable her to af- 
certain his villainy : (he. afterwards armed the moft able 
of her domeftics, and the moft refpectable of her 
tenants, with orders to horfewhip the intruder, 
whenever he fhould have the infolence to approach her, 
and (he the"n made a private, but full, communication, 
and fecret report to Mr. Britton of all the fpark's proceed- 
ings from the beginning. Mr. Britton's refentment may 
be eafily conceived ; it was hot the le'fs when he recol- 
lected that an elder branch of this Lothario's family had 
been inftrumental to the elopement of his ward, Co- 
lumbia, jo America, he therefore, took his meafures 
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accordingly, dogged the gallant, and when 'he found 
him fairly within the forbidden precincts, attacked him 
vigorously, and in the rencontre, wounded him in two : 
places. This, for the time, put an end to the fo- 
reigner's intrufive vifits, and he afterwards betook him- 
felf to afcheme againft the virtue of a gipfey girl, who 
wasfuppofed to have a private key to the ftrong box of 
a nabob. • After this trahfaction, Mr. Britton received 
the greateil credit for hisfpirit, and Ierne for her virtue. 
Mr. Britton was lavifh in his'eulogies upon her propri- 
ety, thanked her publicjy, and declared to all his neigh- 
bours that he was indebted to her good fenfe and deco- 
rum for the prefervation , of his honor. It was gene- 
rally fufpe&ed that fuch an event would only have 
proved a renewal of that attachment which conftituted 
the happinefs of his life ; but how hard is it to predict, 
conclufions which depend upon the uncertainty or ca- 
price of human paflions ? Mr. Britton, with all the 
means of comfort and refpe£tabi!ity in his power, Suf- 
fered himfelf to be interrupted in his happy career by one 
of thofe fits of wayward and whimfical' humour which, 
we have already hinted, conftituted a Angular exception 
to the general value of his character. TJic truth is, he 
w-as - what the world fometimes calls fplcnetic, fometimes 
an humourift, fometimes an oddity, and furely,upon this 
occafion, he became poffeffed by one of the moft fanci- 
ful and unaccountable extravaganciest hat_ever made free 
with, the human intellect. It was a freak fo unprece- 
dented, fo unwarranted, fo independent of all motive 
and temptation, that mere folly is infufficient to, folve 
the difficulties which refult from the confederation of it. 
Mr. Britton took it into his head to obtain a divorce a 
•vinculo matrimonii from the amiable partner of his bed, 
and abfolutely determined to carry this project into exe- 
cution. The fact is, that the libertine example of the 
frenchman "had excited the emulation, while it pro- 
voked the refentment of Mr. Briton, and fo ftrange are 
the anomalies of the human heart, that he could not re- 
fill the commiffion of the very-crime which he had fo 
recently punifhed in- another. It didnot appear the refult 
of fatiety, or that he was tired of the lady, for he ex- 
preffed his refolution to continue to live with her upon 
their old free terms, with this difference only, that un- 
der the new arrangement her property was to be at his 
fqle difpofal, and the future connection, though volun- 
tary upon his part, was to be compulfory on hers. Mr. 
Britfon had naturally a good heart, and therefore, this 
mfatuated and profligate defign muft not be imputed to 
his mere uninfluenced fuggeftion. " He had afavorite fer- 
vant; called William, a fhrewd man who had gradually 
wormed himfelf into thehoneftgentleman'sconfirience, to 
which he had firft introduced himfelf by offering an in- 
genious plan for repairing the old family manfion, which, 
however, was never afterwards accomplifhed. He had, 
afterwards involved his mafter deeply in debt, and from 
thefe caufes, had acquired a confiderable afcendancy 
both over- the mind of Mr. Britton, and of ;George, the 
fie ward. This fellow had obferved that Ierne, ever 



fince her marriage, had required more attention than 
formerly, and an old grudge he owed her for having had 
an opinion of her own when Mr. Britton -was Tick, and 
George out of order, concurred with an indolent defire to 
haveonly the management of a batchelor's houfe, andde- 
terminedjiim to degrade and infult our heroine upon the 
firft opportunity. This opportunity waa furnifhed to 
his malignant mind by the adventure with the French 
galhtnt, and he loft no time to avail himfelf of . it. 
Shqrtly after that adventure, Ierne had become, in con- 
fluence of her agitation, fubject to nervous paroxifms, 
and occafional convulfions, and thefe melancholy fyrrip- 
toms which: fliould only have excited the- fympathy and 
commiferation of her hufband, -were employed by.this 
artful Iago to excite his fufpicions, and alarm his jea- 
loufy.. It was not eafy to find a pretence ; and indeed 
fo much was the public fhocked by the bufinefs, that it 
was not eafy to find a lawyer to juftify the proceeding. 
However, Mr. Britton was an opulent and powerful 
man, and an advocate was not wanting. As the fuit 
was not to be in a court where the common lav/ is re- 
cognized, he retained an eminent foreign profefforof 
the Cannon law. This learned gentleman, whofe name 
was DoElor Coquin, made very light of the unpopularity 
of his client's cafe, and immediately (tho' it was a fum- 
mary caufe) exhibited a voluminous libel. This was 
confidered one of the moft extraordinary pleadings that 
ever encumbered the. files of a court of -juftice. It al- 
ledged various unjuft charges againft Ierne, and indeed 
was not over-fparing of the character of Mr. Britton. 
It feeimed to have ' no object but the fuccefs of the fuit, 
per fas at que nefas, for it abounded in contradictions 
and falfchoods. It laboured to eftablifh the moft fan- 
taftical pofitions upon the moft unfupported inventions, 
and in order, if poffible, to prevent Ierne from wifhing 
to conteft it, ftrenuoufly endeavoured to exafperate and 
inflame the quarrel between the parties, and to repre- 
fent the connection of man and wife in which they flood 
to each other, as a relation of natural antipathy and 
variance. It did not forbear to ridicule the fanctity of 
their Union, and thefacred denunciation of — thofe whom 
God hath joined let no man put afunder — and openly and 
impudently argued, to the fcandal of all morals, that 
concubinage was a more natural, and therefore, a more 
decent connection than matrimony. It afferted, with 
unprecedented effrontery, ,that the French gentleman 
whom Mr. Britton had lately wounded, was a man of 
tafte and high authority, and that he, upon all occafions, 
preferred fornication to edwlock. That while Mrs, 
Britton was a. feme covert, fhe could not raife money on 
her eftate to pay Mr. Britton's debts without the con- 
fent of the truflees in her fettlement. That befides, it 
was a matter of reconomy, % for that the eftablifhment 
of a kept miftrefs was much lefs expenfive than that of 
a-wife. That ladies of eafy virtue-had a more unre- 
ftrained commerce with the world-; but that, at alj 
events, it was impoflible to pronounce -againft the benc^ 
fits of the change before it fliouldbe tried ; and that afl pre. 
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liminary objections to the abftract principle, were of 
courfe> premature, ft was ea'fy to fee that Mr. Brit- 
ton's advocate argued like Jupiter when he thundered,, 
and that it was ufelefs to anfwer arguments of fuch 
high authority. However, poor and forlorn as lernc 
was, (he was not totally defencelefs.. Several eminent 
counfel were volunteers for her; many of -them thofe 
who had fettled her marriage articles; manyjefpect- 
able gentlemen and citizens allured her, of their coun- 
tenance", and the merchants and. bankers of her neigh- 
bourhood informed her (he mould not want for money. 
One honed and -intelligent man was particularly flxentt- 
ous in her interefts.— he was .connected with her by the 
tender relation of .Fo/?<?r-brother,. had been always her 
friend— had witneflcd and promoted her profperity— 
and upon this trying decafion, the mod feducing 
temptations were in vain held out to corrupt his fidelity. 
The caufe went oh, an d her advocates exhibited many 
learned and eloquent pleadings, and there was little 
doubt,, if iffue had been fairly joined thereupon, 
that the determination mult have been favorable to Ierne. 
But in this ft'age of. the caufe Doctor Coquin pleaded. a 
peremptory exception to the admiffibility of her de- 
fence,, in. which he principally contended,, that her 
weak ftate of health was a conclufive reafon why (he 
fliould make no objection. He relied, for this point, 
upon a pofit'ion, of the Cannon law. Impartial men con- 
fidered the point flrong, but not convincing, however, 
the fuit was in the court of prerogative, a tribunal fup- 
pofed to be favorable to Mr. Britton; and though it 
went to the delegates, a fimilar biafs was fufpected to 
operate there, and the caufe was determined againft 
her. Many of her'friends advifed her to make an ulti- 
mate appeal to the court above of final jurifdiftion^ but 
Hie. found herfelf fo weak and exhaufted by her late in- 
ciifpofition, and her mind,fo harafled and weakened by 
the ill treatment flie had received, that (lie refolved to 
fubmit without any further immediate effort. 

The confequences of this extraordinary affair may 
well be imagined: Mr. Button in vain fought for his 
irrecoverable happpiaefs. The loving, ardent, faithful 
wife- had vaniflied ; and the injured, abject, cold and 
reluctant (lave remained.- Love was for ever fled. She 
returned not cafefles which (he loathed,, and fubmitted 
to/rather than participated. Permanent difguft brooded 
over the vifion of diftant revenge;, and Mr. Britton,. 
confeious that he could not be loved, precipitated into 
the ufual corruption of the human heart, and determin- 
ed that he (hould be feared. Gloomy and vigilant ty- 
ranny became the neceffary guardian ofinfmcere and in- 
voluntary obedience, and enjo.ying neither the freedom 
of their firfl connection, nor the honorable obligations 
of their fecond>, he experiences all the uncertainty of 
the one, while _(he feels more than the chains of the 
other.' -Her property, that formerly (he cheerfully la- 
vished upon Iiis neceflities, which (he anticipated, (he 
now-fuffers to be taken in fulky and defpairing acquief- 
eence. Mr. Britton has become an unhappy man— he 



Ijas loft the rcfpccV of his friends, and expofed himfelf 
to the attacks of his enemies. He often laments that 
he took the advice of William, and regrets the fatal 
day when he at once violated his honor and his intereflv 
His health is rapidly declining ; and from being a full 
handfomeman, with no appearance of difeafe but a ten- 
dency to plethora, he now exhibits all the fymptoms of 
morbid melancholy, and a rapid confumption. 

As to Ierne,. her condition is pitiable and alarming; 
deep affliction overpowers, while confeious virtue fcarce- 
ly fuftains her. The profligate Frenchman has availed 
himfelf of the family diffenfions, and renewed his 
abandoned addreffes. While female refentment kindles, 
female virtue totters. The tears flow plenteous from her 
eyes, but the hectic of indignation glows in her cheek. 
She often exclaims— >" Foolifli and unprincipled man, 
" how happy might we have been together! I plighted 
" thee rhy troth, and would have been proud to be 
"■ thine to my lateft hour, but I am abandoned, be- 
" trayed and forlorn, and it little matters what becomes 
" of an injured fpirit, and, a broken heart." 



Tie following Letters were communicated to us by the Gen- 
tlemen to whom they were addrejjed. 

TO THE TOWN CLERK OF, LIMERICK. 

SIR, — — — 

I HAVE great fatisfaction in acquainting you 
that when the Legislative Union takes place, the Me- 
diterranean fleet will be (tationed at the mouth of the 
Shannon. It is conceived by his majefty's minifters, 
that after that event, it willbe the moft convenient po- 
fitionfor obferving' the motions.of the enemy at Alex- 
andria, Corfu and Malta. Pleafe to keep this informa- 
tion fecret from the great men and merchants of Cork, 
as it would create jealoufies ,in that quarter that might 
embarrafs the mcSfurc. 

I am, fir, your humble fervant, 

ROGER GOWER, Clk.of the Hofiers. 



TO THE TOWN CLERK OF CORK. 

SIR, 

I HAVE great fatisfaction in acquainting you* 
that when the Legislative .Union takes place, the Me- 
diterranean fleet will be (rationed at Cork Harbour ; it 
is conceived , by his majefty's minifters, that after that 
event, it will be the moft convenient pofition for ob- 
ferving the motions of the enemy at Alexandria, Cor- 
fu, and Malta; pfeafe to keep this information fecret 
from- the great men and merchants of Limerick, as"it 
would create jealoufies in that quarter, that, might em- 
barrafs the meafure. 

lam, Sir, your humble Servant, 

ROGER GOWER, Clk. of the Hofier;.- 
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